2011 Teaching Award Winners Recognized

e University of Alabama National Alumni Association has announced the 2011 recipients of
the University’s highest honor for excellence in teaching - the Outstanding Commitment to
Teaching Awards.

Established in 1976, OCTA recognizes dedication to the teaching profession and the posi-
tive impact outstanding teachers have on their students. The National Alumni Assocation,
which gives the annual OCTA awards, is made up of more than 31,000 active alumni and friends
of the University organized into more than 100 local chapters nationwide. The association
stimulates interest in and supports the betterment of the University and awards $2.5 million
per year in academic scholarships.

Professor Seth Panitch is associate professor of acting and
directs the MFA and BA acting programs for the department of
theatre and dance at UA. Although his particular area of exper-
tise is the study of classical theatre in performance, he has also
developed on-camera acting courses in conjunction with the
department of telecommunication and film to prepare gradu-
ates for the multi-medium reality of professional acting.

His retooling of the undergraduate and graduate acting
curriculum includes technique coursework in musical improvi-
sation, Suzuki physical training, classical clowning, character
mask, film and television performance, comedic styles (from

Seth Panitch Shakespeare to Seinfeld) and stage combat.

He has directed 10 productions for the department of theatre and dance and performed
onstage as a guest artistin “Moon Over Buffalo,” “A Flea in Her Ear” and “Blithe Spirit.” He
directs the yearly MFA/Senior Actor NYC Showcase, which presents graduating actors the oppor-
tunity to audition before New York agents, producers and casting directors.

In 2008, Panitch became the first American director in decades to helm a professional
production for the Cuban Ministry of Culture when he directed a Spanish-language production
of Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice” at the Teatro Adolfo Llaurado in Havana. The follow-
ing year, he brought up a company of professional Cuban actors to work with UA students on a
production of “A Midsummer Night's Dream.” ®

Dr. Lawrence F. Kohljoined UA's history department in 1987
after teaching at Fordham University in New York City. In his 25
years at UA, he has taught 30 different courses, including every
level of history course from beginning surveys to directing doc-
toral dissertations.

In addition to teaching regularly in the Interim program
and summer term, Kohl has taught in the honors program, the
Blount Undergraduate Initiative and the study abroad program.
In the history department, he has served as both the director

of undergraduate and of graduate studies and as interim
department chair. While director of graduate studies, he created
and taught the first course on “Teaching History” for graduate
students in the department.

Aninterest in Irish participation in the American Civil War led Kohl to offer courses on

Dr. Lawrence F. Kohl

both Irish and Irish-American history, as well as teach Irish history in UA’s study abroad pro-
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Civil War, and he has appeared in television documentaries on the
History Channel and the Smithsonian Channel.

He is the recipient of the Last Lecture Award, the Lilly Teachi
Distinguished Teaching Fellow of the College of Arts and Sciences
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Dr. Patrick R. LeClair
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