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September brought a production about segregation and the racism young Blacks faced even on the basketball
court in Alabama in 1951 in “Separate and Equal,” which played at 59 East 59th Street. It was poignantly
presented by the University of Alabama in partnership with the Birmingham Metro NAACP and Birmingham
Civil Rights Institute. The story was about a basketball game that took place in 1951 on a court in
Birmingham, Ala. between three white teens and three Black teens, something that was illegal. Segregation
was alive and well and the Black teens weren’t even allowed to be on the white teens’ basketball court. This
production was inspired by testimonials from the Oral History Project at the Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute. That’s right, there was testimony that a game actually happened. The presentation was done very
creatively in Theater B. You wonder how will they accomplish playing basketball? Well, basketball hoops
were projected on the screens, and when players played with an invisible basketball and took a shot, a ball
was shown on the screen going in for the shot or missing. Playwright and director Seth Panitch definitely
delivered a riveting story, as during the basketball game, we listened to the players say racially charged things
to each other, but also in revealing back scenes, we saw what these characters’ backstories are. Some whites
had racists parents; some Blacks had had family members killed by racist whites. Through the teens playing
basketball and finding a common interest, the impossible began to happen. The barricades imposed by society
seemed to decay, but that was short-lived. The cast was brilliant and had one mesmerized as they danced,
played ball, worked up a real sweat and told a riveting story, and it included Adrian Baidoo, James Holloway,
Edwin Brown III, Steven Bond Jr. Ross Birdsong and Dylan Guy Davis. The cast also included Will Badgett
Pamela Alexis, Barbra Wengerd, Jeremy Cox and Ted Barton. So many times when you watch actors in a
show, you think that everything in their lives must be great. Here they are successful and starring in a
Broadway show. You don’t think of them as having back lives and lives that might not be filled with
happiness and acting classes. You don’t ever really know a person’s full story, unless they have the strength to
choose to share it. That was the case with Chesney Snow. Snow, with Rebecca Arends, wrote “The Unwritten
Law,” which is an honest, thought-provoking story on his life. It played at Dixon Place. Snow, known for his
Beatbox sounds in his role of Boxman in “In Transit” on Broadway, now had a very personal, sad, difficult
story to tell about his own real-life issues, issues that involved a lot of family separation, being raised by
other family members, having a fatheér who was incar'c’erafted;-fa sister who was molested, a disabled cousin
and struggling to find his avenue in the entertainment business. Snow told his.story to the audience and as he
talked about characters such as his mother, his father, his sister and his mother’s boyfriend, actors came out
and did beautiful, poignant, interpretative dances to live music, representing these characters, and then took
on the roles and spoke. In addition to. Snow, the marvelous actors on the stage included Rebecca Arends, who
actually had a quadruple role because she was the production director and choreographer as well. Other cast
members included Lara Dadap, A. J. Khaw and Maleek Washington. Broadway saw the first Black
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